
GHG Emissions Accounting and Reporting for 

Transport

Project Workshop: 26 April 2024



Global Goals

Methodologies, 

Standards & 

Reporting 

Frameworks

Regulations

+ more

A rapidly evolving reporting landscape not just for transport but for sustainability as a whole

+ more



The transport sector is a major contributor to global GHG emissions

• Climate transition risk is the most material 

factor, for both stakeholders and credit, and 

needs to be managed

• Companies face increasing pressure from 

investors and regulators for inadequate 

reporting 

• Tracking and reporting GHG emissions is vital 

for companies to manage risks, meet NetZero 

targets and sustainable practices. 
Source: S&P Global ratings

Double materiality map for the transportation sector



Transport sector is one of the fastest growing sources of emissions worldwide

Sector includes two major segments: 

• freight and passenger transportation

Emissions come mostly from transport services and automotive OEM (original equipment manufacturers)

Divided by various modes: 

• aviation

• maritime (shipping, barges)

• road (cars, trucks, buses)

• rail



Understanding GHG emissions

Scope 1 = the direct emissions 

from owned or operated assets 

(for example, the fumes from the 

tailpipes of a company’s fleet of 

vehicles)

Scope 2 = the emissions from 

purchased energy (indirect 

emissions)

Scope 3 = all other indirect 

emissions in the value chain 

(suppliers, distributors, product 

use, etc.) 
Source: Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol



Project aims

• To assess the current state of accounting and reporting practices for GHG emissions 

within the transport industry.

• To identify the key challenges and barriers to GHG  accounting and reporting for 

transport.

• To demonstrate current best practices for accounting and reporting GHG emissions in 

the transport sector.

• To explore ways to reinforce the roll-out of the existing reporting standards in the 

transport sector to harmonise reporting.

• To propose a roadmap or guidance to support GHG emissions accounting and reporting 

in the transport industry.



Workshop aims

• Establish a baseline of what is already there in terms of accounting and reporting. What 

is aligned and to which extent ?

• What is missing, what are the gaps ?

• What work is on-going /upcoming from the standard setting and reporting bodies ?

• What is mandatory and what is voluntary in terms of accounting and reporting ?

• What are the best practices for companies to be sustainable and to be prepared for 

future developments?

• Recommendations for policymakers.



Also some clarifications:

• Understanding primary data and secondary data for emissions reporting

• Understanding  “well-to-wheel” and “tank-to-wheel” emissions accounting and reporting

• Understanding corporate carbon footprint and product carbon footprint



ITF Survey Insights



ITF Survey Insights

Challenges are:

• (Perceived) Lack of comparable and harmonized reporting standards, and ways of 

calculation (e.g. GHG Protocol: fuel based, distance based, spend based).  Differences in 

metrics, boundaries, emissions factors

• Data collection- primary data, especially Scope 3 data, data from upstream and 

downstream suppliers.

• Fragmentation of legislation between national and supra-national levels, and global 

regions



Overview of different standards/ methodologies

Source: European Commission study supporting the Impact Assessment of the CountEmissions EU initiative 



There is harmonization in GHG methodologies:

• GLEC, ISO 14083, ESRS, Count Emissions EU, EPA Smartway Program based on GHG 

Protocol

• GLEC aligned with ISO 14083

• Upcoming Count Emissions EU directive from the European Commission for harmonization 

of transport emissions accounting – aligned to ISO 14083 

ITF Project Overview



However, some challenges remain.. Let’s discuss!

ITF Project Overview

Agenda



Agenda



parnika.ray@itf-oecd.org

diego.botero@itf-oecd.org

Thank you
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