
Road Safety Developments in the United States

January 8, 2023

Chou-Lin Chen, Ph.D.

US DOT/NHTSA

TRB 103rd Annual Meeting, Washington DC



Deliberative Draft – Confidential and Pre-decisional

The Roadway Safety Crisis
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An estimated 42,795 people died on America’s streets, roads, and highways in 2022



Deliberative Draft – Preliminary and Incomplete

Fatalities among all users have been increasing.
Fatalities among pedestrians and bicyclists have been increasing even faster.
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Source: FARS 2010-2020 Final File; 2021Annual Report File

We have a National Roadway Safety Problem



Deliberative Draft – Confidential and Pre-decisional

Disproportionate Impacts
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Roadway Fatalities per 100,000 Population by Race, 2018



Deliberative Draft – Confidential and Pre-decisional

Disproportionate Impacts
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Outcomes for people who are walking and biking also show disparate impacts



National Roadway Safety Strategy (NRSS)

❖ Sets a vision and goal for the safety of the 

Nation’s roadways.

❖ Adopts the Safe System Approach principles 

to guide our safety actions.

❖ Identifies new priority actions and notable 

changes to existing practices and approaches 

that target our most significant and urgent 

problems, and are, therefore, expected to have 

the most substantial impact.

❖ Call to Action for stakeholders to commit to 

substantive, defined safety actions. 

U.S. DOT’s comprehensive approach to significantly reducing serious 

injuries and deaths on our Nation’s highways, roads, and streets.

National Roadway Safety Strategy (NRSS)



Deliberative Draft – Preliminary and Incomplete

National Roadway Safety Strategy

The USDOT adopts the Safe System Approach

Principles

❖ Deaths and serious injuries are unacceptable

❖ Humans make mistakes

❖ Humans are vulnerable

❖ Responsibility is shared

❖ Safety is proactive

❖ Redundancy is critical
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Deliberative Draft – Preliminary and Incomplete

USDOT will leverage the funding and 
policies in the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law 
to bring this strategy to life:

• Nearly $13 billion in funding for road 
safety including:
• $5 billion for the Safe Streets and Roads for 

All program to fund local efforts to reduce 
crashes and fatalities

• ~ $4 billion added to Highway Safety 
Improvement Program

• ~ $4 billion for improved data collection, 
vehicle safety programs, and truck safety

National Roadway Safety Strategy
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Deliberative Draft – Confidential and Pre-decisional

Visualizing Roadway Safety Nationally

In order to communicate more 

clearly to the public the 

magnitude of roadway deaths, 

the Department has used 

available FARS data to map our 

highest burdens – as well as our 

progress – to identify where 

resources should be targeted 

to move toward a future with zero 

deaths

USDOT National Roadway Safety 
Strategy (arcgis.com)
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9e0e6b7397734c1387172bbc0001f29b
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/9e0e6b7397734c1387172bbc0001f29b


Deliberative Draft – Confidential and Pre-decisional

Visualizing Fatalities with an Equity Lens: Census-tract Level
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Deliberative Draft – Confidential and Pre-decisional

• Awarded $1.7 billion in roadway safety funding to over 1,000 local, regional, and Tribal 
communities through the Safe Streets and Roads for All Discretionary Grant Program. 

• Advanced key rulemakings for Automatic Emergency Braking systems on passenger 
vehicles and heavy vehicles, speed limiters on commercial vehicles, and advanced 
impaired driving prevention technology in passenger vehicles. 

• Updated guidance for road builders to encourage the safety of all users at all phases of 
project development using federal-aid funds, and promoted the use of Complete Streets 
designs on roadways.  

• Improved guidance on speed management through an update to the manual on 
Uniform Traffic Control Devices and a Speed Safety Camera Guide that considers equity 
in its implementation. 

• Proposed upgrades and a “road map” for the New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) –
including adding a Pedestrian Protection Program.
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NRSS Progress

A Selection of U.S. DOT Major Accomplishments in 2023



Deliberative Draft – Preliminary and Incomplete

The USDOT is committed to 
reducing serious and fatal injuries 
on the Nation’s roadways, but 
no one will reach this goal 
acting alone.

It will require collaboration across 
all levels of government, 
sectors, and the American 
people to shift our 
culture towards one that treats 
roadway deaths as 
unacceptable and preventable.

About 120 stakeholder have 
committed.

Call to Action

Image Credit: © Saklakova / stock.adobe.com
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Deliberative Draft – Preliminary and Incomplete 13

202023 Fatality Projections



Deliberative Draft – Preliminary and Incomplete 14

BIL Implementation - Crash Data 

Published Model Minimum Uniform Crash Criteria (MMUCC) 6th 
Edition on January 4, 2024

Started 2024 data collection of expanded Crash Investigation 
Sampling System (CISS) at 41 collection sites and including 
Pedestrian and Cyclist crashes

Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for State Electronic Data 
Collection is coming soon



Thank You!
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