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Freight transport in 2023
In 2023, the global economy continued on its post-pandemic recovery 
path. Global real GDP grew by 3.2% between 2022 and 2023, by 1.6% in 
advanced economies and by 4.3% in emerging markets and developing 
economies. World trade volumes decreased by 1.2%, and air freight tonne-
kilometres fell by 1.9% in 2023 compared to 2022. However, since April 
2022, the global air cargo market has shown signs of recovery. For surface 
transport in 2023 compared to 2022, rail freight transport decreased by 
6.6% in European Union member states (the EU27) and by 2.6% in the 
United States. In the EU27, road freight transport decreased by 2.8% in 
2023 compared to 2022, while in the United States it increased by 6.6%.
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2023 Data

Number of road fatalities in 2023
(% change from the average for 2017–19)

Road fatalities in ITF countries in 2023
Road fatalities in the 21st century have been at their lowest levels since the 
1970s, when systematic reporting began in most ITF member countries. 
To ensure consistency with other ITF work, 2023 road fatality data are 
compared to the average for 2017-19. In 2023, the total number of road 
deaths increased in 10 countries for which preliminary data are available 
and decreased in 23 countries. Excluding Iceland (due to small numbers), 
the biggest reductions in road deaths were recorded in Poland (-34%), 
Moldova (-31%) and Hungary (-24%). 

Air and sea freight volumes in 2023
The EU’s post-Covid recovery in 2022 did not continue in 2023, with external 
trade by air and sea declining. By December 2023, air and sea trade volumes 
(measured in tonnes of goods moved) were 9% lower than they were in 
February 2020. The US post-pandemic recovery continued in 2023, although 
at a lower pace. Meanwhile, air trade volumes peaked in 2022, with an 
increase of 38% in February and March 2022 compared to February 2020. In 
December 2023, air trade volumes were 10% higher than in February 2020. 
Sea trade volume remained stable in the United States. Since March 2022, 
sea trade levels have been on average 9% higher than in February 2020.
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Source: International Transport Forum.

GDP, trade and freight transport in 2023
(% change from the previous year)

External trade by sea and air,  
percentage change from February 2020
(Tonnes, monthly trend, seasonally adjusted)

Sources: International Transport Forum, except world GDP (IMF), trade volume (WTO), air T-km 
(IATA). Note: EU rail T-km coverage (BEL, CYP, GRC AND MLT not included). EU road T-km coverage 
(BEL, CYP, DNK, FIN, ITA, MLT and ROU not included. AUT, GRC, IRL and NLD 3 quarters).

Source: International Transport Forum.
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COUNTRIES RAIL ROAD INLAND WATERWAYS
Goods Transport (million T-km) Passengers 

Carried 
(million P-km)

Goods Transport (million T-km) Traffic 
(million V-km)

First Registration (number) Fuel Deliveries (1000 Tons) Road Accident 
Fatalities 
(number)

Goods Transport (million T-km)
National International Total National International Total Passenger Cars Goods Vehicles Motor Petrol Motor Diesel National International Total
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Albania 19 -4.0 19 -5.4   0 -12.1   192 17.1
Australia .. .. .. ..  890 823 14.5  325 957 6.8 11 869 0.8 27 687 3.6  1 272 7.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Austria 2 895 -8.9 12 348 -8.5 20 297 -8.4  12 466 -3.3  6 872 -3.5  19 338 -3.4  239 150 11.2  34 474 36.8   4 02 8.6   4 6 265.1  1 141 -6.5  1 187 -3.7
Azerbaijan 602 -18.1 6 138 -3.5 6 74 0 -5.0   313 61.3  12 078 7.1   371 13.5  12 4 49 7.3  30 753 5.6  74 005 20.8  10 432 29.5   862 3.4  4 052 17.9  4 052 17.9
Belgium  4 81 079 28.4  71 153 19.3   4 83 -10.6  1 911 -6.2
Bosnia-Herzegovina 361 -11.1 900 6.8 1 261 1.0   34 6.3 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Bulgaria 2 761 -9.5 1 793 -17.9 4 55 4 -13.0  1 596 -0.4  9 895 12.2  23 222 -11.8  33 117 -5.7  2 553 -3.9   521 -1.9   11 4 4.2   4 63 58.0   474 57.6
Canada 1 714 330 13.4
Chile 3 4 4 4 -9.4 108 -13.3 3 552 -9.5  1 05 4 10.2  229 070 -30.4  126 894 -20.2  3 762 -3.5  8 230 -4.3  1 962 -7.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Croatia 592 -12.2 2 553 -10.6 3 145 -10.9  1 212 4 8.7  5 169 6.5  9 160 4.0  14 329 4.9  43 872 18.4  7 136 32.4   275 0.0   6 -29.1   11 -62.2   17 -5 4.5
Czechia 4 532 -16.0 11 002 0.3 15 534 -5.1  10 4 88 10.2  28 633 -6.9  36 173 3.3  6 4 806 -1.5  220 728 15.3  32 105 27.2  1 679 5.5  5 203 0.6   502 -4.6   17 -4.3   1 -62.8   18 -10.9
Denmark 2 271 2.8  6 112 5.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Estonia 334 -28.8 436 -4 6.7 770 -4 0.2   4 08 6.8  1 434 -20.2  2 604 -5.1  4 038 -11.1  22 991 11.8  4 86 4 3.4   700 0.0   700 0.0   59 18.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Finland 7 911 -10.6  5 201 13.8  26 457 -8.8  87 509 7.1  14 972 3.0   985 2.8  1 630 -10.4   176 -10.2   209 8.2 .. ..   209 8.2
France 17 737 -15.3 12 156 -15.2 29 893 -15.3  96 4 47 5.6  157 301 -2.3  6 807 -6.9  16 4 108 -2.5 1 817 34 6 15.2  50 4 80 11.5  9 703 5.3  28 947 -5.5  3 170 -3.0  3 722 -9.5  1 956 -12.2  5 678 -10.4
Georgia 3 8 4 0 -8.4   687 42.3   738 1.1  138 712 4 0.6  8 74 8 5 4.0   434 0.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Germany 57 707 -5.5 59 201 -6.7 116 908 -6.1  104 169 9.8  237 851 -4.9  27 540 -7.6  265 391 -5.2 2 8 4 4 609 7.3  290 693 14.5  2 817 1.0  7 656 -5.0  30 597 -6.7  38 254 -6.3
Greece 11 120.0   672 -39.8  11 279 -4.2  3 715 -7.4  14 994 -5.0  1 610 -4.7  204 856 16.7  29 391 12.6   621 -5.0 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Hungary 1 4 09 -11.6 9 218 -5.5 10 627 -6.4  10 392 32.9  14 011 -0.7  19 149 -17.9  33 160 -11.4  111 899 -3.4  30 871 10.8  1 507 -1.6  3 756 -5.4   472 -12.1   3 -16.8  1 313 -12.7  1 316 -12.8
Iceland .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  1 285 7.9 .. ..  1 285 7.9  4 868 7.9  17 5 4 4 5.2   424 47.7   8 -11.1 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Ireland 75 -6.3 .. .. 75 -6.3  2 236 27.9  8 045 5.5  1 551 -11.5  9 596 2.3  121 890 15.8  42 621 6 4.8  1 200 71.4  3 000 0.0   188 20.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Italy 22 414 -7.1  5 4 4 43 18.0  80 024 3.9 1 566 512 19.0  199 657 22.3  7 510 -4.7  26 14 0 -1.8
Japan 16 181 -0.7 .. .. 16 181 -0.7  284 736 -6.7  207 516 -0.1 .. ..  207 516 -0.1  691 130 2.1 3 977 4 89 15.7  730 345 3.3  32 4 00 0.9  21 200 2.4  3 263 1.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Korea .. .. .. .. 1 235 386 7.5  216 022 -1.8  9 900 3.1  17 100 -1.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Latvia 34 6 -10.4 4 8 4 4 -31.0 5 190 -30.0   612 13.3  4 058 1.7  9 145 -13.7  13 203 -9.5  1 116 -7.5  19 633 14.5  4 752 10.2   141 -9.4   945 -2.1   142 25.7 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Lithuania 3 826 12.1 2 471 -37.6 6 297 -14.6   4 6 4 7.2  4 177 31.3  58 923 16.5  63 100 17.3  4 260 11.9  28 137 8.7  13 418 2.0   157 28.7   13 22.6 .. ..   13 22.6
Luxembourg 19 -3.9 155 4.9 174 3.9   505 29.9   55 4 -15.3  6 712 -2.8  7 266 -3.9   586 -5.2  49 155 16.8  6 8 43 34.4  1 200 0.0   26 -27.8   200 -7.8   200 -7.8
Malta .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. ..  7 4 65 16.1   875 15.4   16 -42.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Mexico 28 779 10.7 63 353 3.7 92 132 5.8  1 015 23.4 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Moldova 216 -10.1 586 -4 0.1 802 -34.2   59 8 4.4   856 0.6  4 166 4.2  5 021 3.6  4 0 420 28.8  5 896 -3.7   197 -9.2   0 1.5   0 1.5
Montenegro 163 -13.3   68 33.3
Netherlands 314 -25.8 4 646 -8.3 6 4 67 -9.9  19 179 12.1  24 686 -6.0  22 801 0.5  47 487 -3.4  369 627 18.4  85 429 17.9  4 200 7.7  4 300 -2.3   68 4 -8.2  12 056 -5.8  29 709 -6.4  41 765 -6.2
New Zealand 3 824 -11.0 .. .. 3 824 -11.0  269 828 -4.5  9 8 41 0.9  2 141 1.1  3 204 -0.1   34 0 -8.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
North Macedonia 1 34.3 145 -47.2 14 6 -47.0   32 -29.7  1 594 -13.7  7 691 -18.7  9 284 -13.9   691 -12.6 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Norway 3 132 -8.7 1 111 -8.2 4 243 -8.6  3 470 7.4  22 617 1.5  1 812 -15.7  24 429 0.0  126 955 -27.2  6 4 82 15.7  1 200 0.0  2 500 -13.8   122 5.2 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Poland 43 171 2.7 17 915 4.2 61 086 3.1  25 562 8.8  14 8 875 2.7  477 258 13.2  96 5 4 4 3.1  1 893 -0.2   186 32.2
Portugal 1 590 -3.6 1 14 0 3.3 2 730 -0.9  4 811 8.9  8 05 4 -11.2  19 174 -14.7  27 228 -13.7  199 204 27.7  36 712 25.4  1 194 11.3  4 98 4 4.5
Romania 12 756 -2.5  5 979 6.5  1 559 -10.7  7 059 1.3  8 618 -1.1
Serbia 557 16.3 1 568 -32.2 2 125 -23.9   528 23.9  1 675 14.6  7 537 -7.5  9 212 -4.2   76 4 -0.7  19 600 -0.1  4 711 -21.8   200 0.0   494 -10.2   35 4 -11.6  1 123 -2.5  1 477 -4.8
Slovakia 807 6.3 6 135 -5.5 6 942 -4.3  3 705 11.0  5 894 -4.2  20 423 -19.2  26 317 -16.3  3 577 -9.5   2 114.3   639 -6.0   6 4 0 -5.9
Slovenia 571 -4.4 3 223 -7.5 3 794 -7.1   990 18.6  3 097 20.6  19 436 -10.6  22 533 -7.3  4 8 455 6.1  9 94 8 7.6   4 60 7.0  1 5 4 0 -12.5   82 -3.5 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Spain 4 383 -20.2  27 318 12.6  178 263 0.1  85 116 -4.0  263 379 -1.3 1 04 0 427 13.7  206 887 24.1  6 060 5.4  21 535 -2.8 .. .. .. .. .. ..
Sweden 13 909 -2.7 8 275 -6.6 22 18 4 -4.2  13 4 49 4.4  4 0 270 -12.0  2 103 -0.2  42 373 -11.5  58 412 0.9  298 107 -0.4  53 859 21.8  2 023 0.5  3 342 -14.9   232 2.2   134 1.2 .. ..   134 1.2
Switzerland 10 350 -6.3  20 867 15.0  255 981 11.6  35 032 21.0  2 160 3.6  2 673 -1.3   236 -2.1   38 15.0   38 15.0
Türkiye 12 137 -14.4 972 -51.6 13 109 -19.0  21 119 8.0  945 768 67.0  273 759 34.4  4 070 23.3  25 580 6.2  2 987 -42.9 .. .. .. .. .. ..
United Kingdom 15 943 0.5  58 369 15.3  127 000 -4.5  2 800 -6.7  129 800 -4.6  401 100 2.4 1 445 524 19.8  11 4 65 4.8  23 177 -0.4
United States 2 181 502 -2.6  25 767 19.5 3 061 558 6.3  56 4 905 8.3 3 626 4 63 6.6 5 252 509 2.1  4 45 267 1.6  4 0 990 -3.6
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